
 

 

1 

 

History Policy 

Review Details 

Reviewed by 

Subject Co-ordinator: 
J. Frost  

Reviewed by 

SLT: 
M. Davenport 

Date of Last Review: March 2021 



 

 

2 

 

Contents 
 

1. School Context…………………………………………………………………………………….page 3 
2. Purpose……………………………………………………………………………………………….page 3 
3. Legal Requirements………………………………………………………………………….….page 3 

 
 

 
INTENT 

 
4. Aims…………………………………………………………………………………………………….page 4 
5. Curriculum Time and Provision…………………………………………………………...page 5 
6. Breadth of Study ………………………………………………………………..……….……...page 5 
7. Planning ……………………………………………………………………………………….…....page 6 

 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 
8. Teaching and Learning Styles …………………………………………..……….………..page 7 
9. Resources………………………………………………………………..…………………..……..page 7 
10. School Visits / Visitors …………………………………………………………………...…..page 7 

 
IMPACT 

 
11. Assessment and Recording ……………………………………….……………….……page 8 
12. Monitoring and Assessment of Religious Education in School ……….…...page 8 
13. Related Policies ……………………………………………………………………..……………page 9 



 

 

3 

 

1. Overview of School Context 
 

Roe Farm is a primary school for both boys and girls aged 3-11 years. Children come 
from a range of duel and single parent families and there is a wide variety of 
differing family backgrounds although the majority being from a white British setting 
. The school does have an increasing number of children from differing cultural 
backgrounds and religions. Throughout the school there are a number of children 
with a range of special needs. 
 Derby and Derbyshire are areas with a long and rich history. With crucial historical 
events like the Industrial Revolution and connections to important historical figures 
like Florence Nightingale having connections to this region, the school has access to 
local history which we use to enrich our curriculum and make history more relatable 
to the children. Roe Farm School itself took it’s name from the farm which the land 
was originally used for before and during the 1800s and the early 1900s .The school 
was built and officially opened on January 6th 1939  and has changed along with the 
local area and community since that time. 
 

2. Purpose 
 
“How can we know who we are and where we are going if we don't know anything 
about where we have come from and what we have been through, the courage 
shown, the costs paid, to be where we are?” “I think that we need history as much 
as we need bread or water or love.” – David McCullough 
 
History can mean two things: the past and the study of the past. The past influences 
all aspects of our lives. It shapes the customs and beliefs of the communities to 
which we belong. Learning about the past and the methods used to study it helps 
pupils make sense of the world in which they live. 
 

Much of our pupils’ lives, as children and as adults, will be spent within a local 
community, a workplace or at home with friends and relatives. These different levels 
of human experience have their own histories and are part of the broader heritage of 
our country, which is in turn part of wider global history.  Pupils also need to be 
taught about the cultural and ethnic diversity of past societies and the experiences of 
all people. Through history, pupils acquire understanding and respect for other 
people, cultures, beliefs and values. 
 
History matters because it is concerned with evidence about human beings who have 
actually lived and with how human lives have changed through time. It is concerned 
with explanations and origins and with the contemporary world as much as with the 
distant past. It demands evidence to support statements about human beings and it 
depends on the skills of reasoning and communication. History is concerned, not 
with the conveying of accepted facts, but with the making of informed judgements 
and to displaying the evidence on which those judgements are made. 
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3. Legal Requirements 
 

The Education Act 2002 stipulates that History must be provided for all registered 
pupils in state-funded schools in England, including those in the sixth form. The 
National Curriculum (2014) states the requirements as well as the aspects and areas 
of history that should be taught be taught within each Key Stage.  A curriculum map 
has been devised in order to provide a framework for the history taught within our 
school.  
 
  
 

The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s History 
 INTENT 

 
4. Aims  

 

History at Roe Farm Primary school aims to provide pupils with a thorough 
understanding of the past of both the UK and the wider world. We aim to ensure 
that children are able to think critically when examining evidence and can develop 
their own opinions, which they can then back up with their historical knowledge.  
  
As a school, we have chosen to adapt the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum which 
sets out essential coverage, learning objectives and standards which are required for 
History. One of the main reasons why we have chosen this curriculum is because it 
emphasises the importance of developing the depth of children’s learning. We have 
made adaptions to better suit the History curriculum to our children and their locale 
in order to enrich the content and make it more relatable for them.   
 
In essence, this means providing children with increased cognitive challenge, 
allowing them to apply the skills which they have learnt independently in a range of 
contexts rather than moving them onto the next skill needlessly, and before they 
have gained a greater depth of understanding. At Roe Farm, we want to challenge 
our children to become independent, well-rounded individuals who take ownership 
of their learning and become deep thinkers. We want children to be taught the skills 
and given the confidence to explore and learn through discovery. Our goal is for our 
children to be able to apply their knowledge and skills in a range of contexts both in 
school and in real life situations. 
 
At Roe Farm Primary, we follow the National Curriculum for History and aim to 
ensure all pupils: 
 
 Possess an understanding of the history of Britain as a meaningful, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest period up to the times we live in today: They will 
learn how the lives of people in the past have shaped the United Kingdom and 
how this nation has had an influence on and been influenced by the rest of the 
world.  

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of important aspects of world history 

outside of the United Kingdom including the essence of ancient civilisations; the 
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rise and fall of empires; significant aspects of past non-European societies and 

humanity’s accomplishments and mistakes.  

 Learn, understand and use historical terms of an abstract nature to broaden their 

vocabulary in order to communicate historically. 

 Comprehend historical concepts including continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and then use these concepts 

to make links, find differences, investigate trends, formulate historically-valid 

questions and make structured explanations. 

 Have a deep understanding of historical enquiry and it’s methodology. This 

includes understanding the importance of evidence in making historical claims 

and the ability to recognise how and why there are different interpretations of 

the past. 

 Gain historical perspective by putting their developing knowledge into a variety 

of different contexts and establishing links between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 

social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 
 

5. Breadth of Study 
 

At Roe Farm our History curriculum is designed to offer a breadth of learning that 
gives pupil the full span of knowledge of the subject. Curriculum drivers shape our 
curriculum breadth and are taken from an exploration of the backgrounds of our 
students, our beliefs about high-quality education and our values as a school. They 
are used to ensure we provide our pupils with appropriate and ambitious curriculum 
opportunities. Cultural capital gives our children the crucial background knowledge 
required to be informed and thoughtful members of our community who 
understand British values. The curriculum breadth is shaped by our curriculum 
drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our aim for pupils to learn from theology 
developed by leading academics and scholars. Our curriculum distinguishes between 
subject topics and threshold concepts. Subject topics are the specific aspects of that 
are studied. Threshold concepts tie together the subject topics into meaningful 
schema. The same concepts are explored in a wide breadth of topics. Through this 
fluidity of the curriculum, the children return to the same concepts repeatedly, and 
steadily build understanding of them. For each of the threshold concepts, three 
milestones (each of which features the procedural and semantic knowledge pupils 
need to understand the threshold concepts) provide a progression model. 
Knowledge categories in History give pupils a way of expressing their understanding 
of the threshold concepts. In deciding which schema to implement, we considered 
chronology, contrast and comparison, local history connections and the National 
Curriculum to provide the best breadth of study for our children.  
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6. Planning 
 
The History Curriculum outlines four strands of learning (threshold concepts): 
 
 Investigate and interpret the past – This concept involves recognising that our 
understanding of the past comes from an interpretation of the available evidence 
Build an overview of world history – This concept involves an appreciation of the 
characteristic features of the past and that these features are similar and different 
across time periods, and an understanding that life is different for different sections 
of society. 
Understand chronology – This concept involves an understanding of how to chart 
the passing of time and how some aspects of history happened at similar times in 
different places. 
Communicate historically –using historical vocabulary and techniques to convey 
information about our past 
 
 
In EYFS, History is taught through ‘Understanding the World’ using the four threshold 
concepts as a basis to provide the children with the fundamental skills and 
knowledge needed to prepare them for the KS1 and KS2 History curriculum. 
 
Each of these threshold concepts provide key questions which serve as a line of 
enquiry (milestones).  These allow for clear progression between stages of 
education: 
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Schemas of work are created using these threshold concepts, knowledge categories, 
appropriate historical vocabulary and topics to create knowledge webs for study 
with POP tasks to assist with monitoring progress.  
 

 

 

 
 

Added into the schemas of work are opportunities to engage with relevant local 
history in line with national curriculum expectations.  
  
 
The school also has ‘History Days’ once a year on a rotation of approx. 4 years which 
cover major historical events and are used to raise History’s profile and also assess 
retention and progression of knowledge. These days also provide opportunities for 
intra-curricular links to strengthen the schema being taught.  
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The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s History 

IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 

7. Curriculum Time and Provision 
 
 
EYFS 1 (Nursery):  History is covered under ‘Understanding the World’ where 
children regularly engage in lessons structured using the four key thresholds.  
 
EYFS 2 (Reception):  (Nursery):  History is covered under ‘Understanding the World’ 
where children regularly engage in lessons structured using the four key thresholds. 
 
Key Stage One:  Average of 45 minutes per week.   
 
Key Stage Two:  Average of one hour per week. 
 
 
 

8. Teaching and Learning Styles 
 

At Roe Farm Primary School, we acknowledge the range of learning styles of the 
children and aim to differentiate teaching styles to meet the needs of the children. 
We also recognise that children learn at different stages and we provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children by matching the tasks to the ability of the child 
by: 

 Setting open ended tasks which allow for a variety of outcomes at different 
levels. 

 Grouping children in ways appropriate to tasks either by ability or by a mixed 
range of abilities together whilst also allowing them individual opportunities.  

 Providing a range of resources to meet the ability and needs of the children, 
adapting them where necessary. 

 Using support staff effectively within the classroom to support the learning 
and development of the children. 

 Providing achievable and realistic goals for the children to achieve, and 
extending children to a higher level where appropriate. 

 As part of our progression model, POP tasks are used which show our 
curriculum expectations in each cognitive domain and also removes the cap 
on learning by giving pupils the opportunity to pursue deeper learning in this 
more fluid system.  
 

All schemas will take into account the knowledge as defined in the Programmes of 
Study and the skills and concepts as specified in the threshold concepts and 
Milestones for the relevant Key Stage and year group. All 4 threshold concepts will 
be covered in each schema. The knowledge categories and how progress is to be 
measured will be included in the planning with reference to the knowledge webs.   
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9. Resources 

 
We are fortunate to have a range of resources available to support the delivery of 
History.  Some resources are owned by the school having been acquired over many 
years and some came from the Derbyshire School Library Service when it shut down 
in 2019.   
 
Resources are stored centrally and by specific year groups in relation to the history 
topics that they are studying.  Resources are organised based on milestones and staff 
are asked to ensure that all items are returned to the correct boxes promptly after 
use.  It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure that resources are handled and cared 
for in a respectful manner.  
 
Resources are the responsibility of the History Co-ordinator in partnership with the 
class teachers. Decisions as to adding to the resources of the school are taken in co-
operation with class teachers and the Head Teacher. Resources include: text-books 
and reference books; pictures, photographs, and slides; posters; maps, atlases and 
globes; objects and artefacts; videos and IT software.  
 
The History coordinator continues to expand their subject knowledge by maintaining 
an awareness of developments in the subject area as well as the wider historical 
community.   
 
 

10. School Visits/Visitors 
 

Teachers are encouraged to take children on visits to support teaching and learning 
wherever possible. Visits will be planned in consultation with office staff and risk 
assessments completed to ensure the safety of the children. 
 
Where possible, visitors are encouraged to come to school in order to discuss 
different aspects of History at an age appropriate level with the children. 
 
These will planned for in advance and in partnership with the subject coordinator in 
order to ensure progression throughout the school.  
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The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s Religious Education 
IMPACT 

 
11. Assessment and Recording 

 

Assessment can be categorised in two ways; assessment for learning (formative) and 
assessment of learning (summative): 
 
 Assessment for learning (AFL) is process by which assessment information is 

collected and used by teachers to adjust their short term teaching strategies.  
This might include but not limited to, pupils’ responses to questioning, outcomes 
from learning tasks, observations or through pupils’ self-assessments.  This 
method will form the basis of assessment of history at Roe Farm Primary.  

 
 Assessment of Learning (AOL) refers to strategies designed to confirm what 

pupils know.  This is usually conducted through tests. Teacher assessment will be 
informed by the POP tasks included in the knowledge webs and the threshold 
milestones.  

 
In line with the school’s policy on assessment, teachers will record at the end of each 
academic year how well pupils have progressed towards their milestones using the O 
Track system.  Assessment of children’s learning will be continuous and centred on 
judgements teachers make about a child’s attainment based on knowledge gained 
through techniques such as observation, questioning and marking. Children will be 
encouraged to evaluate their own achievements and progress at intervals. 
Parent’s will be informed of pupils progress during termly parent’s evening meetings 
and in their end of year report. 
 

12. Monitoring and Assessment of Religious Education Within School 
 

Monitoring of History will take place in line with the schools monitoring policy.  This 
will be conducted by the subject leader with the support of SLT.  It should include 
the following each term: 

 Learning Walk 

 Book Look 

 Pupil Discussions 

 Planning Review ( Termly evaluations) 
 
Each year the subject leader should also: 

 Review and audit history resources 

 Analyse milestone/curriculum coverage 

 Conduct CPD audit and arrange training where required 

 Review subject action plan and report to Curriculum Leader / Governors 

 Engage with Link Governor when required including an annual subject 
progress review meeting. 
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13. Related Policies 
 

This policy should viewed in partnership with the following additional policies:  

 PSHE Policy 

 Curriculum Policy 

 Monitoring Policy 

 Behaviour Policy 

 Equal Opportunities Policy 

 Anti-bullying Policy  
 


