
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY 
 

Who is Morris Gleitzman? 
 He was born in  

Lincolnshire (UK) in  

1953. 
 Has lived in Australia  

since he was 16. 
 His books have been  

published in more than  

20 countries. 
 His books explore serious  

issues in humorous and  
unexpected ways.  

What inspired Morris to write? 

 "The knowledge that somebody 
I've never met somewhere I've 

never been can read one of 
my stories and laugh and cry 

at the same things as me 

(inspires me)." 
 That after he is dead, his 

books will still be enjoyed. 

AUTUMN TERM 
 

 
 

SUSPENSE TALE 

First book in the  

Felix’ Life Series 

 

Once is about a Jewish boy named Felix who 

lived in Poland and is on a quest to find his 

book-keeper parents after he sees Nazis 

burning the books from a Catholic orphanage. 

He finds a girl, who is unconscious, called 

Zelda in a burning house with her dead 

parents—he takes her with him and protects 

her from confronting her parents' death by 

telling her stories. Although Once is a work of 
fiction, Gleitzman was inspired by the story of 

Janusz Korczak, the events of World War II, 

and Hitler's attempt to exterminate the Jewish 

population of Europe. 

VOCABULARY 

Nazi– a member of the National Socialist German 

Workers' Party  

torture squad – German organisation who went out 

to massacre groups of people 

resistance – the refusal to accept or comply with 

something 

indignantly – in a manner indicating anger or 

annoyance at something perceived as unfair 

sympathetic – feeling, showing, or expressing 
sympathy 

snarling – say something in an angry, bad-tempered 

voice 

SPRING TERM 
 

 
 

SUSPENSE TALE 

Sixth book in the  

Felix’ Life Series 

 

 

Now is the sixth in a series of children's 

novels about Felix, a Jewish orphan caught in 

the middle of the Holocaust.  

 

This story continues to uncover the trials and 

tribulations Felix experienced during the 

Holocaust. 

VOCABULARY 

evacuate – remove (someone) from a place of danger 

to a safer place 

Holocaust– destruction or slaughter on a mass scale 

debris – scattered pieces of rubbish or remains 

fragment– a small part broken off or separated from 

something 

cautious – careful to avoid potential problems or 
dangers 

frantic – distraught with fear, anxiety, or other 

emotion 

SUMMER TERM 
 

 
 

WARNING TALE 

Published in 2003 

 

A story of adventure, ball control and hope! 

Jamal and Bibi have a dream. To lead 

Australia to football glory in the next World 

Cup. But first they must face landmines, 

pirates, storms and assassins. 

Can Jamal and his family survive their 

Incredible journey and get Australia? 
Sometimes, to save the people you love, you 

have to go overboard.  

VOCABULARY 

refugee – a person who has been forced to leave 

their country in order to escape war, persecution, or 

natural disaster 

mine – an explosive placed underground or 

underwater that explodes when disturbed 

pothole – a depression or hollow in a road surface 

caused by wear or subsidence 
international – existing, occurring, or carried on 

between nations 

defend – resist an attack made on 

spectators – a person who watches at a show, 

game, or other event 
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